
THAT IS NOT AVAILABLE TO YOU RIGHT NOW, BUT YOU MAY...
 Sets temporary boundaries while letting the child know what they can do.

I SEE THAT...I WONDER WHY?
Observational statement that helps a child's awareness of others.

PLEASE WALK AROUND MY [THEIR] BODY.
Sets a clear boundary for personal space.

CAN I GIVE YOU A HUG?
Obtains permission before touching another person, an important rule for consent.

Always respect when a child says, "No."

ARE YOU OK? IS THERE ANYTHING I CAN DO TO HELP YOU FEEL BETTER?
Expresses concern & allows the child to communicate their needs.

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE ME TO HELP?
Obtains permission before helping the child & allows them to specify what they would

like help with.

WHERE COULD YOU LOOK FOR THAT?
 Encourages the child's independence, personal responsibility & critical thinking.

YOU WORKED SO HARD ON THAT!
Keeps the focus on the child's effort, not the result.

HOW CAN WE SOLVE THIS PROBLEM?
Encourages the child's independence, personal responsibility & critical thinking skills.

I SEE THAT IT'S HARD FOR YOU TO...
Respects the child's struggle rather than being dismissive.

HOW DID THAT MAKE YOU FEEL?
Avoids assumption & labeling while allowing the child to identify their feelings.

12 Montessori Phrases 
to use at home


